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| etter from the Director

It's hard to believe that in just a few weeks we will
begin a new year. As | look back at all the great
things we have accomplished, I reflect on the goals
and resolutions we made in 2011 regarding living a
healthier lifestyle, sustainability, and a stronger
community presence.

Our morning walking club made the resolution at
the beginning of the year to live healthier

lifestyles and that they did: participating in the
Calhoun County Challenge Kick Off and recording
their accomplishments. In addition to walking twice
a week, enjoying the local trails and pathways of our
community, individuals joined the newly formed
kickball league this past summer. As a result of the
walking club, there were 15 individuals who walked
over 200 miles this year and 10 individuals who
walked over 100 miles.

Let’s not forget the hundreds of DREAMS that you
helped make come true by purchasing a DREAM
Leaf from the studio -- what a great feeling to know
we are making a difference and providing DREAMS
that do come true thanks to all of you for continuing
to support this effort. Thanks to our friends at
Comerica Bank downtown Battle Creek and United
Educational Credit Union for hosting the Dream Leaf
Sculptures in their lobby and all our friends who
attended the auction and bought a DREAM leaf.

We were honored to be asked to speak and host a
panel discussion at the Inclusion Conference at
Western Michigan University's Fetzer Center,
sponsored by the Arc of Kalamazoo. Our Creative
Thinkers had the opportunity to attend and share
their personal “inclusion” story.

Mission Statement:

Community Inclusive Recreation
is a community led resource that
reduces barriers to personal growth
and opportunities for vulnerable

populations.

Walking Club celebrates their
accomplishment of walking over
100 miles this year!

Robbie summed up his year by saying, "CIR has
made my life the way it should be".

| hope you are as proud of the personal
accomplishments I've just shared, the stories inside,
and of the inclusion journey that our collective
efforts are providing to individuals that are now part
of the community as citizens rather than part of the
community as a case number or client.

-Linda Linke, Executive Director for Community
Inclusive Recreation
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